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§3187.5

Institute or IMLS means the Institute
of Museum and Library Services estab-
lished under Section 203 of the Act.

Museum services means services pro-
vided by a museum, primarily exhib-
iting objects to the general public, and
including but not limited to preserving
and maintaining its collections, and
providing educational and other pro-
grams to the public through the use of
its collections and other resources.

§3187.5 Museum eligibility and burden
of proof—Who may apply.

(a) A museum located in any of the 50
States of the United States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, the United States Vir-
gin Islands, Guam, American Samoa,
the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands, the Republic of the
Marshall Islands, the Federated States
of Micronesia, and the Republic of
Palau may apply for a Federal award
under the Act.

(b) A public or private nonprofit
agency which is responsible for the op-
eration of a museum may, if necessary,
apply on behalf of the museum.

(c) A museum operated by a depart-
ment or agency of the Federal Govern-
ment is not eligible to apply.

(d) An applicant has the burden of es-
tablishing that it is eligible for assist-
ance under these regulations.

§3187.6 Related institutions.

(a) If two or more institutions are
under the common control of one agen-
cy or institution or are otherwise orga-
nizationally related and apply for as-
sistance under the Act, the Director
determines under all the relevant cir-
cumstances whether they are separate
museums for the purpose of estab-
lishing eligibility for assistance under
these regulations. See §3187.5 (Museum
eligibility and burden of proof—Who
may apply).

(b) IMLS regards the following fac-
tors, among others, as showing that a
related institution is a separate mu-
seum:

(1) The institution has its own gov-
erning body;

(2) The institution has budgetary au-
tonomy; and

(3) The institution has administra-
tive autonomy.
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§3187.7 Basic materials which an ap-
plicant must submit to be consid-
ered for funding.

(a) Application. To apply for an IMLS
Federal award, an applicant must sub-
mit the designated application form
containing all information requested.

(b) IRS letter. An applicant applying
as a private, nonprofit institution must
submit a copy of the letter from the In-
ternal Revenue Service indicating the
applicant’s eligibility for nonprofit sta-
tus under the applicable provision of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as
amended.

Subpart B—General Application,
Selection and Award Procedures

APPLICATIONS

§3187.8 Deadline date and method for
submitting applications.

(a) The notice of funding opportunity
sets the deadline date and method(s)
for applications to be submitted to the
Institute.

(b) If the application notice permits
mailing of an application, an applicant
must be prepared to show one of the
following as proof of timely mailing:

(1) A legibly dated U.S. Postal Serv-
ice postmark.

(2) A legible mail receipt with the
date of mailing stamped by the U.S.
Postal Service.

(3) A dated shipping label, invoice, or
receipt from a commercial carrier.

(4) Any other dated proof of mailing
acceptable to the Director.

(c) If the application notice permits
mailing of an application, and the ap-
plication is mailed through the U.S.
Postal Service, the Director does not
accept either of the following as proof
of mailing:

(1) A private metered postmark.

(2) A mail receipt that is not date
cancelled by the U.S. Postal Service.

SELECTION AND AWARD PROCEDURES

§3187.9 Rejection of an application.

(a) The Director rejects an applica-
tion if:

(1) The applicant is not eligible;

(2) The applicant fails to comply with
procedural rules that govern the sub-
mission of the application;
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